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Psalm 33:12  Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, 
    the people he chose for his inheritance. 

 
 
The Impact of Jesus on American Independence 
As Americans we take great pride in our independence, not just the historical, political independence which 
we are celebrating this month, but also the frontier mentality type of independence that was the catalyst 
which spurred so many Americans to explore and settle vast expanses of the continent we now call the  
United States. 
 

(This article Continues on page 2)  

http://www.hopelutheranfl.org/
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There are those who believe that this sense of independence is also the 
driving force behind our current consumerism mentality of choice.  As an 
individual, I want to have the ability to choose what is best for me.  Give us 
choices so we can stand out and be different.  Choices and the abundance 
of choices allows us to show our individualism – to stand out in a crowd.  It 
is also individualism that has changed our concept of criminal behavior.  In 
many people’s opinion, if a crime doesn’t have an immediate impact on 
another person but only seemingly impacts the offender, it’s not as 
serious.  It’s often called a “victimless crime.”  Victimless crime is often 
defined in this manner:  “A crime in which there is no apparent victim and 
no apparent pain or injury.” 

 

Drug abuse, which is a criminal activity, is often called a “victimless crime”.  But the key word in the above 
definition is apparent.  Just because there is no apparent victim, doesn’t mean there is no victim.  Often family 
members; spouses, children, relatives and friends DO suffer because of their family member’s or friend’s drug 
abuse.  They suffer emotionally, mentally and psychologically.  Which brings me to the key reason for this 
article.  When it comes to the church, the church is more than a group of individuals who want their own 
needs met and demand a variety of choices to meet those needs, but have agreed, nevertheless, to work 
together for a common cause. 
 
Instead, the church is a body.  And as a body of inter connected parts, what we say and do with and to one 
another, as well as with those outside the church, does have an impact on how capable we are in fulfilling our 
mission, as well as how receptive people will be to receiving that message.  Here is an excerpt from the book – 
The Forgotten Jesus by Robby Gallaty.  Its subtitle is this:  How Western Christians Should Follow an Easter 
Rabbi. 
 

Another key cultural difference between the East and the West is in our conception of our 
place in society.  Jewish people didn’t primarily think of themselves as individuals, at least not 
in the way that we do today.  In that culture, the individual was part of a larger, corporate 
body.  The individual was only as strong as the family unit and was identified with the group 
he belonged to (family, tribe, or nation).  The corporate identity – your place in the larger 
group – was primary.  And this is something we often miss in our identity as Christian 
believers today.  The Bible teaches us that we are created and called by God to live more like 
one of the Three Musketeers, not the Lone Ranger.  The motto of the Three Musketeers sums 
up the Christian’s life well:  “One for all and all for one.”  We were created to live in harmony 
with other believes as members of the body of Christ.   

 

Jesus was a Jew, a Hebrew, living in a world dominated by Rome and its culture which was heavily influenced 
by the Greeks.  As a Hebrew, as a Jew, Jesus thought differently than that of the western culture ruling at that 
time.  And one of those concepts is contrasting individualism vs. community.  God created us to be in union 
with Him and with others.  As said before, God doesn’t want us to be Lone Rangers, that’s why He says in 
Genesis 2:18:  “It is not good for the man to be alone.  I will make a helper suitable for him.” 
 

Let’s not live for ourselves but for the body called the Church.  Let’s not make decisions in the church 
based on what is good for me or what I want/need, but based on what is good for the Church and what the 
Church needs. 
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DCE Intern – Caleb Haack  
 
Our Director of Christian Education intern, Caleb Haack, will be arriving 
July 14th to begin his year-long ministry with us.  As stated in our 
application process our reason for seeking an intern is to: 
 

1.  Lay a foundation and bolster a strong children’s and youth 
ministry at Hope 

2. Also conduct a ministry of educational outreach with children 
and youth in the surrounding 1-2 mile radius of Hope. 

 
Not only will this internship benefit Hope as we seek to move forward to 
build God’s Kingdom, but it will also benefit our intern as well.  It will allow Caleb: 
 

1.  A final opportunity to clarify his professional commitment to full-time ministry in God’s Kingdom as 
a trained educator in a congregational setting 

2. To experience a thorough exposure to the workings of a congregation 
3. To develop the ability to work in a team relationship 
4. To clarify areas of future learning needs for professional development 
5. Help him further develop his skills as an Administrator, Care Action minister, Educator, Consultant, 

Instructional Leader and Researcher with on the job experience. 
 
After Caleb’s arrival and he begins to settle in, the office will share pertinent contact information such as 
address, phone number, etc.   Caleb’s induction and reception as our DCE Intern will take place during the 
week-end of July 15th and 16th.  More details will be made available in the Words of Hope. 
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Interesting Facts about July 4th Celebrations  
 
 
POPULATION  

Then:    2.5 million 
 Now:   300.7 million 
 
FOOD: 
 1 in 3 chance that any pork product consumed over July 4th originated in Iowa. 
  (Other hog havens include North Carolina and Minnesota.) 
 

According to Hearth, Patio and Barbeque Association, July 4th is the most popular day for 
grilling. 
 
Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Contest:  

The winner eats the most hot dogs and buns within 10 minutes to win prize money and 
the Mustard Belt. 

 
Joey Chestnut of San Jose, California, has won the title nine times (2007-2014 and 2016). 
He also holds the world record for eating 73 hot dogs. 

 
FIREWORKS: 
 $ 250 million is the value of American pyrotechnic products 
 $ 240 million is the value of pyrotechnic products imported from China 
 
 
PATRIOTIC SOUNDING PLACE NAMES: 

 31 places have Liberty in their name. 
 Most populous is Liberty, MO. 
 State with most communities with Liberty in their names is Iowa with 4. 
 
 9 places have Independence in their name. 
 Most populous is Independence, MO. 
 
 35 places have Eagle in their name.  
 Most populous is Eagle Pass, TX. 
 
 5 places have America in their name. 
 Most populous is American Fork, UT. 

 
 
  

http://www.nathansfamous.com/contest/hall_of_fame
http://www.nathansfamous.com/hot-dog-eating-contest/hall-of-fame
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Sermon Series for July 
 
ROAD TRIP: 
 

In life you have a destination in mind of what you’ll do and who you’ll be.  But life doesn’t always 
follow a path without curves or U-turns.   

 
Most people will agree that our life is like a road trip.  There is a beginning.  There is a destination, both 
the one we hope to arrive at and the place where we really arrive.  We are all on a road trip.  We are 
just at different points in our journey. 

 
This sermon series is a reminder to us of the role God and His wisdom plays in our road trip of life. 

 
 July 1-2 Where we Begin 
 July 8-9 Danger Ahead 
 July 15-16 Teachable 
 July 22-23 Traveling Companions 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Life Groups – Contact Information 
 
Northeast Bradenton 
Lead Contact:  Paul Nolting – 941-951-8160 or pnolting@aol.com  
 
Northwest Bradenton 
Lead Contact:  Ralph McInnis 941-713-1567 or kingfish5473@gmail.com  
 
Southwest Bradenton 
Lead Contact:  Bob Bellittera 941-720-5695 or paverbob@aol.com  
 
Southeast Bradenton 
Lead Contact:  Jeff Richards – 941-812-2287 or jsr2648@msn.com 
 

mailto:pnolting@aol.com
mailto:kingfish5473@gmail.com
mailto:paverbob@aol.com
mailto:jsr2648@msn.com
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Seltz Accepts Call to LCRL 
 
 
Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz, Speaker of The Lutheran 
Hour, has accepted a call from the board of the 
Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty (LCRL) in 
Washington, D.C. to serve as the LCRL’s executive 
director. Seltz is slated to leave his role as Speaker 
later this summer, though he is committed to 
fulfilling all duties of the Speaker in the transition 
months to come. 
 

 
“It’s been a blessing to have Pastor Seltz serve in 
the long line of gifted speakers who have shared 
the Gospel with millions over the airwaves since 
The Lutheran Hour’s first broadcast in 1930,” says 
LHM President & CEO Kurt Buchholz. “Pastor Seltz 
and I are confident that God has a plan for this 
important ministry that is a critical part of LHM’s 
focus on media outreach. We ask for continued 
prayers for Pastor Seltz and his family as he 
transitions into this new role with the Lutheran 
Center for Religious Liberty.” 
 
“It has been the greatest honor of my life to follow 
in the footsteps of Dr. Walter A. Maier, Dr. Oswald 
Hoffmann, Dr. Dale Meyer, Dr. Ken Klaus, and all 
the other great speakers on The Lutheran Hour 
over the past 87 years,” says Seltz. “What a 
privilege to serve the wonderful people of the 
Lutheran Laymen’s League and the churches of the 
LCMS in carrying out ministry alongside the 
tremendous and dedicated LHM staff. Together, 
we have advanced the cause of the Gospel and 
reached so many people each week on the radio.  

“I do believe, though, there exists a great challenge 
before Christ’s church in the current milieu of the 
American culture. My new position will seek to 
ensure, maintain, and defend religious liberty 
protections for our churches, schools, universities, 
and fellow believers so that the Gospel may indeed 
have free course in our culture, calling all people to 
faith in Christ. I believe my work with the National 
Religious Broadcasters, my previous work with 
Concordia, Irvine, and my many years in urban 
ministry have indeed prepared me to engage such 
things by God’s grace and power.” 
 
Based in Washington, D.C., the goal of the LCRL is 
to monitor and protect First Amendment rights in 
the public square from a uniquely Lutheran 
perspective.  
 
Since becoming Speaker in 2011, Seltz developed a 
bold vision for expanding the reach of The 
Lutheran Hour program through live broadcasts 
and other twenty-first century media while being 
in high demand for speaking engagements about 
evangelism, entrepreneurial leadership 
development, and team ministry within the city. 
His well-rounded ministry experience previously 
included training students at Concordia University 
in Irvine, California, to launch ministries in a variety 
of cultural settings; serving as executive director of 
an urban, not-for-profit evangelism ministry in 
Manhattan, New York; founding the first new 
Lutheran mission start in New York City in more 
than 40 years (Church For All Nations, The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod); and planting a 
mission church in Dallas. 
 
The Lutheran Hour currently reaches more than 1 
million people a week. It airs on more than 1,700 
radio stations across North America and is also 
available online, through a mobile app, and on the 
American Forces Network. 
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July Birthdays 
 

John Johnson        7/1 
Ruth Rettke     7/2               
Ed Reinke                7/3                      
Charles”Buz” Snyder     7/7  
Grace Fox               7/7 
Jim Carnahan             7/9  
Deanna Marner           7/11 
Kim Nolting            7/13 
Ken Crayton   7/15 
Ken Phelps                   7/15       
Jozelin English     7/15 
Debbie Wagener           7/19                
Daniel Wagener        7/20  
Arlene Bishop      7/21               
Joanne Bischoff       7/22               
Judy Hanna             7/24               
Gladys Netzel     7/25    

 
July Wedding Anniversaries 

 
       Don ♥ Arden Bowron – 7/6 
       Craig ♥ Eunice Mathews – 7/22 
       Norm♥ Peg Elton – 7/27 
 
  

If we’ve missed your birthday or anniversary, it’s only because we DON’T 
have that information in our data base, please call the office @ 941-755-3256 
or email office@hopelutheranfl.org so that we can include your special day. 

 

mailto:office@hopelutheranfl.org


July 2017 - ANCHOR                                                                                                                                                                                                          Page 8 

  

 
Guardrails:  

Avoiding 
Regrets in 
Your Life 
In this six-session 
small group Bible 
study, Andy 
Stanley challenges 
us to stop flirting 
with disaster and 
establish personal 
guardrails. 

Guardrails; they’re everywhere, but they don't 
really get much attention ... until somebody hits 
one. And then, more often than not, it is a 
lifesaver. 

 

 

 

Ever wonder what it would be like to have 
guardrails in other areas of your life-areas 
where culture baits you to the edge of 
disaster and then chastises you when you 
step across the line? Your friendships. Your 
finances. Your marriage. Maybe your 
greatest regret could have been avoided if 
you had established guardrails. In this six-
session video-based small group bible study, 
Andy Stanley challenges us to stop flirting 
with disaster and establish some personal 
guardrails. 

Sessions include: 

1. Direct and Protect  
2. Why Can’t We Be Friends? 
3. Flee Baby Flee!  
4. Me and the Mrs. 
5. The Consumption Assumption 
6. Once and for All  
 

This 6-week study, which  began on Sunday 
June 25th, is for all ages (Teens – Elderly)   

Join us each Sunday at 9:10am in classroom 
#1 in our Education Building. 
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Is There a Free Lunch? 
 
Can you remember any time when you’ve made a purchase at McDonald’s, Wendy’s, Walmart, or 
Kroger and were told there was no charge?  We live in a secular world, and there is no free lunch 
anywhere.  We properly assume that when we receive goods or services as customers, we will be 
charged for them. 
 
The only thing in life that comes without a price tag or admission charge is the church.  You need no 
ticket for your seat in the pew, the pastor sends no bill for his call on you at the hospital, nor are you 
required to pay for the education you receive in Bible study.  Yet how can we compare the “goods 
and services” the church provides us with the goods and services we pay for without even thinking? 
 
If we were to pay for what we’ve received from the church, our paychecks could not cover the 
amount.  God does not put a price tag on His gifts to us.  Instead He asks us to give proportionately 
to what we’ve been given with a cheerful heart.  He wants us to help those in need, and He seeks 
our support to extend His kingdom here on earth.  May God grant us all grateful hearts for all the 
blessings God so freely entrusts to us.   
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Beverly Bennett 

Jim Burnett 
Roxanne Butler 

Kris Carrier 
Joe DeFrank 

Audrey Delieul 
James Dobson 
Krenne Drow 

R.D. Flannigan 
Chelsea Fowler 

Susan Freedman 
Connie Gershock 

Gia Haldiman 
Bernie Hartenstein 

Joann Heindorf 
Bill Saunders 

Dawn Saunders 
Roger Johnson 

Betsy Kern 
Miriam Kessler 
Jerry Koerther 
Alfred Koser 
John Logan 

Betty McLauchlin 
Jean Morack 

Mouzavires Family 
Cameron Murphy 

Mike Obois 
Portwood Family 

Margaret Prah 
Sue Schwier 
Tina Slocum 

Barbara Snow 
George Stahl 

Rachel Stephens 
Carl Stieler 

Judith Spates 
Griffin Storme 
Richard UItto 
Joey Walden 

Shannon West 
  

Our Homebound 
 

Margery Abraham 
Loretta Chacey 
Lillian Chadwick 

Ida Davis 
Caron DeKarske 
Steve DeKarske 

Dorothy Hoekwater 
Mavis Ponto 

Matilda Rorant 
Shirley Sallee 

Mardell Schoenbeck 
Blanche Weixelbaum 

Grace Wildermuth 

Missionaries / Military 
 

Matthew J. Green 
Nathan J. Green 
Amanda Henkel 

Rusty Howe 
Kirk Hornburg 
Ryan Schifflet 

If you are hospitalized and wish to receive a visit by 
our Pastoral Care Team, please call the church office.  
Also, if you would like to be listed for prayer support 

call or  email  the church office at (941) 755-3256 
office@hopelutheranfl.org. Thank You!  
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Hope Lutheran Church 
4635 26th St. W. - Bradenton FL   34207 
www.hopelutheranfl.org 
 

Worship:  
Saturday  5:00 pm 
Sunday     8:00 am 
             10:30 am 
  

Bible Studies: 
Sunday          9:15 am 
Monday        9:30 am 
Tuesday        7:00 pm 
 
  

Our Staff:   
Craig Mathews - Senior Pastor 
Rob Hinz -Visitation Pastor 
Jon Oosterling - Praise Team 
Cindy Stewart - Administrative 
Don Kiner, Will Wichers – Maintenance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Almighty God, 
We come to honor 
you this day. We 
come to 
acknowledge that 
you are the only 
one who can 

rightly lead and guide our country. 
 

Lord, we lift up prayer for our country. 
 

We ask that you would bless our country with 
your wisdom, your love, and your compassion. 
May we be a people who are pursuing you and 
your plans for us - individually and corporately. 
 

Lord, we lift up prayer for our leaders. 
 

Lord, we ask for blessings on our leaders. May 
these servants who are in positions of authority 
take that responsibility seriously and do their very 
best each day. May they realize their need for you 
and for your direction. May they hear your voice 
as they make their decisions, and may they follow 
your guidance. May they have a passion for 
people, for truth, and for righteousness.   
 

Lord, we lift up prayer for our troops. 
 

Lord, we ask for blessings on our service men and 
women. We ask protection for all our men and 
women in uniform both here and around the 
world. We are grateful for their service and their 
dedication to keeping our nation safe. We pray 
that you would keep them safe. 
 
We thank you for our blessings of life and liberty. 
May our country continually show love and honor 
to you. May our dedication to you cause us to 
reach out to all the other nations and people 
groups with a strong desire for peace and 
harmony to be displayed whenever possible. 
We ask all these things in the name of your 
beloved son, Jesus Christ. AMEN. 

 

 
  

http://www.hopelutheranfl.org/

	Psalm 33:12  Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord,     the people he chose for his inheritance.

